South Shore



s trees were felled and homes built and
inhabited, the North River became a locus
for shipbuilding. The indusstry spavened
numerons sawmills that cut and planed
timber for the dozen or so shipyards along
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the river’s banks where more than 1,000
ships were buile and launched during two
centuries of shipbuilding. Pechaps the
most famous North River-buik vessel was
the privately ewned Columbia, a 3-masted,
212 von square rigger that earried Captain
Robert Gray and his crew to the Pacific
Northwest to teade for fur. In 1792, Cap-
tain Gray discovered the Columbia River
in Oregon and named it after his ship. Two
years earlier, the Columbia had become
the first American ship To cireumnavigate
the globe.

The shipyards are gone now and the buzz
of that industry has left the river, Some
of the sites arc marked with plaques bur
many have completely disappeared. Saw-
mills 100, onc found on ponds made by
damming up streams that fowed 1o the
Nanh River, have gane the way of the
shipyards.

Bast one - the Hateh Mill- remamns. Marsh-
field builder Roy Kicby and a band of
dedicated an caring area residents, histo-
rians, artists, and preservationisis from all
over are determined to salvags and restore
the mill and open it someday as a kving
museum for all 1o enjoy.

“The Hawch Mill" Kichy said, *is all
about educarion. We plan 1o tuen & into
a museun about technology before the
circular saw was invenred.” The mill was
ariginally built a5 a gristmill in 1752 bus
converted in 1812 50 @ water-powered up-
and-down sash sawmill.

Kirby is president of the Hatch Mill Res-
tacation and Peeseevarion Group, which
bought the mill from the Marshfield His-
tarical Sociery in 2004, alang with 3.5-
acres of land, « millpond, the dilapidated
buildings and, their biggest treasuce, the
orginal up-and-down blade, which was
sell at the site, The property abuts about
25 aces of land owned by the Town of
Marshfeld that leads to the North River

Helping Kirby with fund raising are proj-
et parmens Jack and Bobby Clincy and
many other well-known aists, craftsmen,

Ina Hatch Mill Restoration and Preserva-
tion Group hrochure, the Browns write,
“It s im poreant w0 understand our hissory.
We stand on the shoulders of those before
s, History helps s to understand who we
are, and where we live.

“The Hatch Mill, the Browns add, is *living

history. It represents all the storics of the
many mills thar pace lined the North River
andl all the jobs and people that werked in
those mills. Ouce a buslding is gone, that
livie history is gone forever. We must
save the Hatch Mill for the future. It i
our responsibility 10 our past. Whea it is
restored, it will be a place of Iiving history
as well as an educational center and mu-
seum for the preservation and teaching of
traditional technologies and trades such as
timber framing, boat buikding, and furni-
ture making.”

Another supparter of the restoration pro-
ect s noted land.

in the fiest of many resioration atiempts
in the 19705, Boards sawn. from this mill
have travelled around the world in the
bellies of ships, bave become shoe boxes
shipped 1o soldiess in the civil war south,
and become the beams supporting many
local houses in Marshfield, meludimg the
Red House. The mill should be used as
resource w teach the public of how things
were, how they came to be, and how all
things, no matter what the time period, are
intimately connesied.”

“Fo further the quest for monies o resore
the mill, Kicby cecently ook a 12-week
course in professional fund raising, along
with Joan Clancy at Boston University and
s confident that this furd drive will go as
well as his successful efforts with a volun-
tecr group.

This is a different type of project though
and I've leamed that we need 1o go out-
side of Marshfield 1o eaise the money. I feel
the big thing s that this is on the North
River, where all the shipbuilding was, and
thar the restoration would benefir the sur-

Slecper, who grew up aromnd the comer
from the mill. He said, “Everyone who
geew up in North Marshficld used to hang
aut or play in the mill at some point, That
represents 30 years of kids hanging out
there and it was never dumaged or burned
doven. It shows that this was cur heritage
and a relic from another time that every-

one respected ™

Satah Messer, a post and author, was
raised in Marshficld, in a house buils in the
16005 that was the subjest of her book,
*Red House: Being a Mostly Accurate Ac-
count of New England’s Qldest Continu-
cusly Lived-In House.”

She is currently an Assocate Professor in
the Creative Wiiting Department ar the
University of North Carolina at Wilming-
ton,

Sarah wrote, *For centuries the Hatch
Mill was a focal point for the most wital
industry in this small section of Marshficld
calledd Toros Mile, or "Hatchville” (named
for prolific and intermarying Harches).
As o girl, 1 walked by the mill everviay

counding w0

“This is the only sowmill still staning on
the river” he said, adding that the wood
used 0 build many of Marshfield s antique
houses also came from the Hatch Mill
“We have been evaluated and found eligi-
ble by the Massachusers tical Com-
mission for lsting for the National Regis-
ter of Historic Places and are now in the
application process for nomination t the
National Register of Historical Phices.™

To learn more about the mill and the
restoration project, contact The Hatch
Mill Restoration and Preservation
Group, Inc., 125 Furnace St., Marshfield,
02050, click on the Hatch Mill link at
wwwcrafismanshipwithpride. com, or
wisit wwwhatchmilLorg, You may slso
call Kieby direct ar 781-834-9647 or
7§1-760-574%, Donations arc held at the
Scituate Federal Savings Bank,



