CRAFTMANSHIP WITH PRIDE




Likean artist pouring his hears and soul onto a canvas, R Kirby
leans over bis desk and gets lost in the design, 1t% # hot summer
afterncan and beads of sweat gleam on his brow but his focus
never waivers.

Instead of a paintbrush, R] does his magic with the sweep of a
computer mouse. He brings up a split-level house facade on the
screen, changes the entryway and then changes it ngain. He adds
columns, takes out colurmns, makes columns wider and thinner,
adds a base and takes it out, changes the lights on either side
of the door. He works away nntil he's happy and satisfied that
the house has been transformed so that it bas maximum curb
appeal. He explains that an enrryway must be appealing and fir
the seyle of the house since that's what first meets your eye when
you approach a house. “It's like the nose on your face. It's the
first thing people see.™

“1f you look at the entryways and front doors of chassic New
England homes, R] savs, there’s never any question about which
way you eater the home. The enryway is distinetive and clas-
sically simple. But that's not always the case with some mare
modern architectural designs. ™

“RJ isa natural at this,” his Dad, Roy Kicby says proudly, about
his son's compurer and design prowess. Roy hinself is a long-
time South Shore carpenter/ buikler and high-cnd finish wood-
worker sa he appreciates the time and effort involved in each
of his son's renderings. When R] was barn in 1985, *[ drageed
bim with me everywhere T wenr,” You might say the kad cut his
baby teeth on a carpenter’s awl or that the sawdust that swirled
around him throughout his childhood inspired his admiration
for waod, the integrity of classical desiga and the beauty of fin,
bigh-endl finish work. Today, he and his Dad design and plan
jobs together and work side by side.

Roy learned much about his trads warking for others bt then
decided, during the Blizzard of 1978, to go ont on his own. He
formed a company, Craftsmanship with Pride, Inc. because, he
says, *[t was just time to move on.”

Roy credits the late Ralph Tedeschi, patriarch of the Tedeschi
grocery store chain and two of his sons with giviag him his start
in doing high-cnd carpentry many years ago.

Over the years, to forther enhance his knowledge and skills,
Roy enrolledt with one of his emplopees inan intensive course at
the North Benner Street School in Boston and spent eight hours
there every Saturday for ten weeks. “Its the finest woodwork-
ing schoal in the conntry,” be saps, and adds that several of his
current emplayees have been rained there toa.

Ceafismanship with Pride, Inc. is a quality woodworking com-
pany specializing in high-end finish work and the design, fabri-
cation, and installation of custom taditional New England and
histori reproduction front entryways fromthe “13 colonies’ era
1 the present.

Its * American Pride Revival m nerworking service uses taday's
technology with “[llustration by Application tm®, This is 2 ser-
vice using a photograph of your existing home and irs entrance
It can then wtilize creative digital enhancement to provide the
selections for the froac door entrance exacely as they will look
on the home. This provides home owners and realtors with an
enhanced perspective of their prapenty for tenavation or selliag
purposes. “When they see the different types of doorways that
are possible and how mach the style changes the look of the
honse, " Roy said, “theyl see that changes make the house Inok
even more appealing 10 a prospective buyer without banging
a nail™ The importance of 3 front entryway is obvious, whea
you see how many times an catryveay or front door s used in
ads for realty firms, architects, designers and orher busincsses
related w the home. A nicely designed entry i also the canvas 4
harmeowner o business owner nses to decorate for the changing
seasons with wreaths and other décor, said Ro.”

(_'x:!lsnnnshnp with Pride, [nc. also builds and nstalls these
beantiful front entrances to meet the client’s complete expecta-
tions. They can provide the finest nuterials available, such as
antique glass, brass ball-bearing hinges, high-end brass entrance
handlesers, doorknockers, custom brass weather stripping. and
other quality enbancements. They will work with the client to
provide the look and desiga the eliens wants.

The transformations are amazing as architects, designers, boild-
eny, realiors, and homeowners are attesting. The results bring
increased value and umeless appeal, which transhates into a
ch quicker sale if and when it comes time to sell

*Sometimes you have to think ourside the box, " Roy said. This

ing " 10do. T've alway: fo-
cos on just front entryways and now | want to gear the business
toward that. When you entera house, it s what yon see first and
what your hand touches fisst. It is the most importaat visual ele-
ment of your home's exterior”™

Back in the 1980' Roy first visited “The Street” at Historic
Deerfiekd Village and saw all the fine and handsome front en-
trances on their home fronts. He was truly inspired by the spiric
of the craftsmanship and work of these homes by the Connecti-
eur River Valley’s carpenters.

Doorways on ohder homes in Marshileld where Roy resides,
Hingham, Hanover, Duxbucy, and other South Shore towns,
have also inspired him. People often don't appresiare the me-
chanies ar propartions of doces, how the wead expands and
contracts and how they should be designed. After you read.
this article take a wondefully pleasant and slow drive through
Main Screct, Kingston and enjoy all of the very special antiqne
front entrances along the way These are same of Roy’ favor-
ites. They repeesent an important part of this country's past and.
hanor it with their exquisite and pleasing desiga




*The present day spirit of revival is the rebirth of this country’s
patriotism,” Roy said. "For the past twelve years oa Flag Day,
the fousth of July, and Labor Day, a 20" x 30° American flag is
draped over the roof of my Cape home. It represents the grati-
tude 1o the veterans from colonial times 10 our present troops,
Our forefathers and early architcets ok the theme of ancienr
democracy and scalpted it into the government and landscape.
“The eatryway roots go back to these timeless principals. We all
feel inclebed 10 all of those mentioned above for letting us per-
form and contribute our honorable eraft in a small way every
day." Donna Lynn Hudgins, field office supervisor, added, “Its
not just about the wood. Its about the force and the spiric, the
feeling and story behind it all, and how it manifests iself in the
front entrance.”

To enhance his knowledge and inspire him, Roy flew to Greece
a few weeks after Seprember 11th ta study the ancient Greek o
ders and proportions first-hand of their buiklings and temples.
“The entryway makes 2 statement with many of these elements
We are always learning,” Roy suid. Christopher DeOrsay, Se-
nior Project Manager for Campbell Smith architects in Dicbury
i Roy and b briag 10
ajob. He said, "Campbell Smith Architects have benefited from
ont relationship with Roy Kirby for many years. The expertise
and passion he brings t0 4 project has always made onr work
look good and the client happy. Roy and I are members of The
lastirute of Classical Aschitecture and Classical America and
bave traveled to New York City 1o artend classes on proportion
and the classical orders, The desire to learn and apply design
theory in the field is a rare eommodity in the trade woday. We
rely on his experience and craftsmanship to execute architectur-
ally eorreet details and high quality construction throughou.”™

*We're just carpenters; we're not architects and we dont elaim
10 be,® Roy said, “But we have been honored 1o work with
some of the finest architects. Gur craftsmen bring ‘old world®
dedication and skill o theis work.” We ase strong on peide and
work ethic and give our all 1o create something of significance.”
Roy adds that when hewas struck with arthritis some years age,
he had to hire carpenters to do the wark he was once able o do
and have them be the extension of his hands. 1 envy them as

“There are some times in a project when you're thinking about
how to solve a uaique puzzle. Youtey w figure i out aad hawta
work it.” When that happens, Roy often urns to his acighbar,
Dave Avery, whom he describes as their “mentor” and adds,
“He's the most incredible bench earpenter, tool and machine
makerfinventor there is. Dave retrieves all his parts from what
he calls the *Emporiun”(the dump). 1f we run into 2 situation
where | need ta see the soluzion in a differeat al-
weays been there for us to call.”

Looking down the street, then coming down the driveway with
this woaden wagaa he built filled with his tools, all the guys se-
mark, “Its time for show and tell* A client from West Newion
said when she first mes him in his ten-year old J.C. Penny over-
alls it made for a perfect Norman Rockwell painting.

An emtrpway on display at the Marshfield site contains, more
than 100 indsvidual, hand-crafted pieces of wood. Chris Pierce
adds that it takes him and others about two weeks 1o make
an entryway, The bandmade fluted columas are actually very
slightly curved. When seen from a distance, they look complete-
Iy straight

Roy said that cwning 4 business like his can have many plus-
ses, One of those plusses was working oa a project in Discbury
designed by Architect Robert A.M. Stern of New Yark, *One of
the benclits was having s chent who wanted 10 have this kind of
high-end woodworking, done. It wus an ineredible opportunity
for everyone in the trades. ¢ was  challenge. It was like going
£ callege there and gerting paid for it. | got an education and
my guys did, 100, | would like to say thank you to that client.”

Another example was on & couple’s Campbell Smith designed
home on Trouant’s Island,where Roy had done the eustom-
finish work. The couple recently emailed Roy and asked if he
woukd do the interior finish wondwarking of their 67 x 34-foot
smulti-hull vacht which is presently under construetion in Key
West. *It was designed by Captains Ryan and Waker Shurtcn-
busger, & warld renowned catamaran builder and designes” he
said. *Its very advanced and powered by solac.” It was such an
honor that they asked me.”

they pecformtheir craft,” he said. *1 et th and warch
the magic.”

Much of the home building carpentry is done offsite at various
building locations, but all the detailed, exquisite woodworking
is donc in Roy’s workshop onFurnace Streer in Marshficld by
Gary Greene, Steve Holland, Cheis Pierce, and Greg Lund. “We
make 901 percent of our own moldings,” Roy said, *And we
banel flute all the columns. You can order a manufactured door-
way but we add the excitement of research and authenriciry.”

Craftsmanship with Pride, Tne. located st 125 Furnace Strecs,
Marshfield, is a licensed contractar in the state and
builds throughour Massachuserts.

The * American Pride Revival™ service
is provided across the country:

For more informauon, call {781) 834-9647,
cell ar (781) 760-5748 or fax to (781) 8376598
or visit the website at www.craftsinshipwithpride.com

South Shere






